Self Drive – 18 Days

Queenstown and Otago Peninsula, Dunedin

Day One

Arrive Christchurch

On your arrival into Christchurch, you will be met by our representative and transferred by private
vehicle to your accommodation.
Often referred to as the ‘Garden City’, Christchurch features many majestic trees and extensive parks
and gardens, the most notable of which is expansive Hagley Park in the heart of the city. Bordering
the park you will find the botanical gardens and the Gothic revival building which houses the

Canterbury Museum. The Avon River gently winds its way around these inner city landmarks and out
through sprawling suburbs to the Pacific Ocean. In contrast to this flat cityscape and the surrounding
Canterbury Plains, the skyline to the south is dominated by the tussock and rocky outcrops of the Port
Hills. The hills separate the city from the volcanic Banks Peninsula and Lyttelton Harbour, where
English settlers arrived by ship in 1850 to establish New Zealand’s first city.
Visitors to Christchurch today will witness a virtual rebirth of the city as demolitions, repairs and
rebuilding occurs following several earthquakes in late 2010 early 2011.

Rydges Latimer Christchurch, Christchurch
Accommodation in a Superior Room for 2 nights
30 Latimer Square
Christchurch 8011
Phone: (03) 379 6760
Additional Inclusions: 2 Adults x 2 Full Breakfasts
Enjoy luxurious Christchurch accommodation surrounded in the lush greenery of Latimer Square. The
hotel has undergone a complete rebuild so that guests experience top-of-the-line features and
amenities, all 100 percent compliant with the latest building code requirements. The hotel is five levels
high and offers 138 Christchurch accommodation rooms spread over the first four floors. The fifth floor
boasts the penthouse suite with breathtaking views stretching from the Port Hills to the Southern Alps.

Day Two

Akaroa Day Trip

Enjoy a day tour to Akaroa, the only settlement attempted by the French in New Zealand, passes
through the beautiful landscapes of the Banks Peninsula. This region was formed following violent
eruptions of volcanoes over 6 million years ago and the picturesque town of Akaroa itself sits in an
ancient volcanic crater.
You will travel to Akaroa NZ over the beautiful Banks Peninsula on a high summit route which gives
glorious views of farmlands, Akaroa Harbour, the Canterbury Plains and the distant Southern Alps as
well as remote bays indenting the coastline. You have an opportunity to wander around the charming
150 year old French harbour side village of Akaroa with its museum of settlers' history, art and craft
shops and studios before enjoying lunch at an award winning cafe.
After lunch, cruise around an extinct volcanic crater. Experience majestic scenery and stunning
wildlife; see the rare, native dolphin known as Hector's or New Zealand Dolphin. There's also the
chance to spot the world's smallest penguin, the White Flippered Little Blue Penguin, Fur Seals and

other sea birds. Other cruise highlights include a working salmon farm, Cathedral Cave and signs of
Akaroa's fascinating past including early Maori, French and British settlement.
On the journey back we visit the Cheese Factory at Barry's Bay, the only one remaining on the
peninsula from a bygone era.

Day Three

Christchurch - Hokitika

You will be collected from your accommodation and transferred by private vehicle to Christchurch
Railway Station.
Report to the Tranz Scenic ticket counter located at Troup Drive, Christchurch.
Exchange your voucher for your boarding pass.
The Tranz Alpine is a rated one of the world's great scenic railway journeys! Today you will travel
from Christchurch to Greymouth, from one coast of New Zealand to the other.
From your carriage you’ll see the fields of the Canterbury Plains and farmland, followed by the
spectacular gorges and river valleys of the Waimakariri River. Your train then climbs into the Southern
Alps before descending through lush beech rain forest to the West Coast town of Greymouth.
All train carriages include both one way seating and tabled seating allowing you to experience the
amazing views while enjoying the company of other passengers on-board. An open air viewing rail
carriage allows you to get even closer to the stunning scenery and provides many opportunities to
photograph your favourite spots.
This rail trip is 223.8 kilometres long and takes just four and a half hours. There are 19 tunnels, and 4
viaducts, the highest being the Staircase standing at 73 metres.

Arrive in Greymouth and collect your rental vehicle.
Budget Rent A Car
Rental Car, Group D - Intermediate Automatic - All Inclusive + GPS - (17 Days)
Vehicle Description: Ford Mondeo or similar Group D Automatic Transmission, 4 Door Sedan, Air
Conditioning, Dual Airbags.
Inclusions: Unlimited kilometres. Motor vehicle insurance (subject to a Mandatory NZ$225+GST
excess). Airport/Ferry Fee. GPS unit (subject to lost/damage fee - see below).
For information on safe and enjoyable driving in New Zealand, please visit www.drivesafe.org.nz
Additional Charges to be paid locally at the rental counter:
1. In the case of damage to the vehicle, the renter is liable for an mandatory insurance excess of
NZ$225+GST.
2. Any one way hires which are less than 7 rental days will incur a one way fee of NZ$50.00+gst
3. A Late Ferry Fee of NZ$50.00+GST will apply for vehicle collection which takes place at a ferry
location after 1830 hours.
4. GPS unit if lost, damaged or stolen while on rent to the customer, the customer will be charged
NZ$200+GST for the unit.
5. A credit card must be presented at the time of rental, for security and any additional charges
Depart Greymouth and head south on State Highway 6, passing through large areas of land that have
been worked over for alluvial gold by panning, sluicing and dredging, to arrive in Hokitika.
Rimu Lodge, Hokitika
Accommodation in a Kereru Room includes Breakfast for 1 night
33 Seddon Terrace Road
Rimu Hokitika 7883
Phone: (03) 755 5255
Located on New Zealand’s West Coast, this property is a purpose built luxury boutique lodge
accommodation situated just a ten minute drive from Hokitika. Architecturally designed, each guest
room takes maximum advantage of the wonderful river and mountain views. The rooms are casually
elegant, yet intimate, and tastefully decorated and a large outside deck entices the guests to relax and
enjoy the sun and native birdsong in the bush surrounding the lodge.

Day Four

Hokitika – Bruce Bay

From here, the road dips in and out of dense bush for many miles, crossing beautiful stretches of
countryside scattered with farming settlements to Franz Josef, the first of the West Coast’s two well
known Glacier settlements.
The Helicopter Line, Franz Josef
HLF3 Mountain Scenic Spectacular Helicopter Flight
This premier flight lets you experience two of New Zealand's finest National Parks. Discover the
gigantic expanse of the Franz Josef Glacier and Fox Glacier snowfields with a landing at high altitude.
Step out of your helicopter and experience how it feels to stand in snow. The flight includes fantastic
views of the Tasman Glacier and Aoraki/Mount Cook.
Depart Franz Josef heading through a mountainous section of road before entering Fox Glacier. If time
and good weather permit take a short side trip to Lake Matheson, one of New Zealand's great scenic
icons, which lies just 6km from Fox Glacier. On a still, clear day it reflects the unforgettable image of
New Zealand's highest peaks, Aoraki (Mount Cook) and Mount Tasman. The surface is a perfect natural
mirror. An easy 40-minute walk takes you to the first viewing platform, and a complete circuit of the
lake can be completed in one and a half hours.

Cross the Cook River Bridge and travel through forests of red and white pine to Bruce Bay, an old
goldmining settlement.
Mahitahi Lodge Bruce Bay, Bruce Bay
Accommodation in a Lodge Room includes Breakfast for 1 night
State Highway 6
Bruce Bay
Phone: (03) 751 0095
Additional Inclusions: 2 Adults x 1 Dinner and Wine
This boutique lodge is located approximately 500 metres from the beautiful Bruce Bay beach and just
40 minutes from Fox Glacier. Relax in front of a big open fire - the feature of the lodge's open plan
kitchen and lounge. The three bedrooms, all with ensuites, feature specific native timber from West
Coast rain forests.

Day Five

Bruce Bay – Wanaka

This morning continue through attractive bush scenery until you pass tranquil Lakes Paringa and
Moeraki, the haunt of the fabulous White Heron and onto the township of Haast. From here, drive
through the Haast Pass Highway, viewing en route Mount Brewster, towering 2423 metres and the
Brewster Glacier. Descend 82 kilometres, past the Lake Hawea Dam, water storage for the
Roxburgh Hydro Electric Station, to Wanaka.
River Run Lodge, Wanaka
Accommodation in a Cardrona Room includes Breakfast for 2 nights
86 Halliday Road
Wanaka 9382
Phone: (03) 443 9049
One of New Zealand's hidden treasures, a uniquely designed accommodation ensconced in 500 acres
of riverside land with superb views. Lodge guests can enjoy spectacular and uninterrupted mountain
views from the escarpment setting and 500 acres of private land bordering New Zealand’s largest river,
the Clutha, with walks and running trails. Accommodation is stylish, charming and private, with
attention to comfort and detail.

Day Six

Wanaka

Eco Wanaka Adventures, Wanaka
Lake Cruise & Island Nature Walk
Boat cruise to the remote and magical Mou Waho Island nature reserve, which is predator–free and
home to the rare flightless Buff Weka (extinct on the mainland since 1920). A one hour return guided
bush walk is included, which takes you up to reveal the island’s secret – a lake right on top of the
island! Unique and very photogenic (Optional). Or you can just sit back, relax and enjoy the birdlife at
the beach and shelter at the island base with your own morning or afternoon tea. We have “High Tea”
on top of the island overlooking both of these lakes, where you can drink in the vibrant birdsong and
the panorama of the Southern Alps spread out before us. Plant a native tree as part of your ecoexperience. This is a unique opportunity to give back to this special island and New Zealand’s
environment.

Day Seven

Wanaka –Queenstown

From Wanaka, travel to Cromwell and through the spectacular Kawarau Gorge to follow the river into
Queenstown. Nestled on the shores of Lake Wakatipu Queenstown is a year-round alpine resort that
caters for all interests. It enjoys a magnificent setting amid steep mountain ranges and pockets of
native bush with the jagged peaks of the Remarkables Range rising from the lake.
The town is compact enough to travel around on foot and features a great range of restaurants, bars
and boutique stores.
Hotel St Moritz, Queenstown
Accommodation in a Guest Lakeview Room for 3 nights
10-18 Brunswick Street
Queenstown 9197
Phone: (03) 442 4990
Additional Inclusions: 2 Adults x 3 Full Breakfasts
Idyllically situated in Queenstown, overlooking Lake Wakatipu to The Remarkables mountain range,
this property embodies the spirit of its location. Its architecture and interiors offer intriguing works of
art, bespoke furniture and refreshing colours. Decorated with style and elegance, its spacious rooms
and apartment styled suites provide a sense of calm and serenity.

Day Eight

Queenstown

Dart River Jet Safaris, Queenstown
Wilderness Safari - Jetboat/Forest Walk/4WD
The Wilderness Safari allows you to discover and explore every aspect of this magnificent area through
a combination of exciting wilderness jet boating, informative guided walk and picturesque backcountry drive.

Surrounded by breathtaking snow-covered peaks, hidden valleys, waterfalls and glacial valleys frozen
in time, you’ll be thrilled by an exciting jet boat journey navigating the ever-changing shallow channels
of the Dart Rivers braided river system. Your jet boat driver will stop along the way to highlight points
of interest and discuss the natural and cultural significance of this exceptional area.
Our knowledgeable, entertaining and informative guides will take you on a guided walk through
ancient native Beech forest where you’ll be fascinated by our unique flora and fauna as well as
discover why New Zealand is in a very real sense the ‘Ark’ of ancient Gondwanaland.

You‘ll also journey by bus along a back-country route hearing stories about the surrounding
countryside and stopping to view some of New Zealand’s most spectacular scenery that has formed
the epic backdrop for many international movies, including ‘The Lord of the Rings.

Day Nine

Queenstown

Enjoy a day at leisure in the adventure capital of New Zealand.
During your leisure time you might want to travel up Bob’s peak by Gondola to enjoy spectacular views
across Lake Wakatipu to the Remarkables Range in the distance.
Maybe visit the Kiwi & Birdlife Park, a sanctuary for rare, endangered and common New Zealand bird
species including of course our national icon the Kiwi.
If walking is of interest to you then you may like to take a lakeside stroll to the Queenstown Gardens,
or take a guided ½ day nature walk through native Beech Forest enjoying morning tea on the lakeshore
listening to Native bird call’s.
You can take a cruise on Lake Wakatipu onboard the steam ship TSS Earnslaw and visit a high country
sheep station for a farm tour or evening meal.
If all these leisurely pursuits become too much then Queenstown has more adrenalin pumping
activities than most towns. You can jetboat up narrow river chasms, bungy jump, luge ride, go
whitewater rafting, river surfing, abseiling, mountain biking, tandem parachuting and parapenting, to
name just a few of the options available to you.

Day Ten

Queenstown – Milford – Te Anau

Depart Queenstown and travel via Kingston and Mossburn to Te Anau, gateway to Fiordland National
Park. The drive takes you deep into the park through the Eglinton and Hollyford Valleys, combining
the scenery of mountains, lakes, gorges, rainforests and waterfalls. The Homer Tunnel bores through
the mountain, to emerge in the Cleddau Canyon, before arriving at Milford Sound.
Real Journeys, Milford Sound
Milford Sound Scenic Cruise with Picnic Lunch
A spectacular cruise to the mouth of the fiord. Your vessel stops at various points and offers excellent
viewing of waterfalls, rainforest, mountains and wildlife. Keep a look out for seals basking on the rocks,
dolphins and penguins. Enjoy scenic highlights such as Mitre Peak and Pembroke Glacier. The cruise is
accompanied by comprehensive commentaries.
What to bring:
Comfortable shoes, waterproof jacket, warm clothing and insect repellent.

Later in the afternoon, retrace your journey back to Te Anau
Distinction Te Anau Hotel, Te Anau
Accommodation in a Lakeview Room for 1 night
64 Lakefront Drive
Te Anau 9460
Phone: (03) 249 9700
Additional Inclusions: 2 Adults x 1 Full Breakfast
Surrounded by extensive, colourful gardens and overlooking spectacular Lake Te Anau and the
Fiordland ranges, this hotel and villa accommodation sets the tone for your stay in one of the world’s
most breathtaking regions. Ideally located on the Te Anau lake front and just a short stroll from the Te
Anau town centre. Designed for your comfort, there are 112 luxurious rooms, including standard hotel
rooms, spacious villa suites, comfortable villa rooms, and deluxe suites, offering a breathtaking lake or
garden view.

Day Eleven

Te Anau – Dunedin

Leave Te Anau and drive through farmland and tussock country before arriving at Lumsden. Travel
south through the Waimea Plains to Gore a town that serves the rich agricultural area of Southland.
Continue on through farmlands to Balclutha where you will cross the Clutha River, famous for its
alluvial gold. From here, travel north through Milton, across the Taieri River and on to the city of
Dunedin.

Distinction Dunedin Hotel, Dunedin
Accommodation in an Executive Studio for 2 nights
6 Liverpool Street
Dunedin
Phone: (03) 471 8543
Additional Inclusions: 2 Adults x 2 Full Breakfasts

Day Twelve

Dunedin

Nature Guides Otago, Dunedin
Indepth Peninsula Experience
Depart with your Nature Guide for in-depth exploration of Otago Peninsula with its spectacular
scenery, nature and wildlife. Focus will be on native forest, tidal inlet bird life, marine mammals,
Northern Royal Albatross, and Yellow-eyed Penguins.
The itinerary is flexible and will be fine-tuned on the day. We are happy to include features to suit
particular interests, weather and time permitting. Start your peninsula excursion with a scenic drive
on the high road to the remote side of the Otago Peninsula with its tidal inlets where, depending on
tide and season, a variety of birds can be observed.

Take a walk through regenerating native bush or visit a private peninsula property where we can see
conservation in action and may provide an opportunity to contribute to ongoing re-vegetation by
planting a native tree. We will find a nice spot for picnic lunch on the beach or at a lookout with
stunning views of the beaches, cliffs, geological features, and the vast Pacific Ocean (weather
permitting). Further along the peninsula, Northern Royal Albatross are breeding in the only mainland
breeding colony of any albatross species in the world.
This will be another highlight of the day with the option of either a one-hour guided tour of the Taiaroa
Head Albatross Colony or a one-hour harbour cruise on the MV Monarch to view these majestic birds
in flight. Otago Peninsula is home to the largest breeding population of Yellow-eyed Penguins on the
South Island - and they will take centre stage for 1.5 hours during our In-depth Peninsula Experience.

Day Thirteen

Dunedin – Lake Tekapo

Depart Dunedin and travel north up the coast to Oamaru, a town noted for the predominance of white
stone buildings. The stone is Oamaru Stone - a white granular limestone for which the area is known.
From here, turn inland and follow the Waitaki River past a series of lakes to Omarama. Omarama,
translates from Maori to mean ‘place of light’ and refers to the clear and pure sky of the surrounding
countryside. These clear skies contribute to the conditions that make this a world class gliding area
and it is common to see gliders soaring high above you on the short journey to Twizel. Twizel was
constructed as a base for the Waitaki Power Scheme, and today is a service and tourist town. Pass by

Lakes Pukaki and Tekapo continuing through scrub and tussock country known as the
Mackenzie Country.
Earth and Sky Lake Tekapo, Tekapo
Mt John Night Tour (Dark Sky-Stargazing)
Join your experienced guides to gaze at the skies from the most southern research observatory in the
world. With the use of powerful telescopes you can view distant objects such as - planets, starclusters, nebulae and distant galaxies. Should there be a cloudy evening you will be offered an
'Observatory Tour', where you guides will escort you through this working research observatory to
learn about the projects being undertaken using New Zealand's largest telescope, the MOA. Then
with the aid of a large screen our guides will explain the features seen in our night sky using images
taken from the observatory and provide interesting facts and figures that will intrigue you. (Approx 12 hours) Please note our "Dark Sky Tours' are weather dependent. Departure times vary throughout
the
year,
clients
are
advised
to
check
on
arrival
to
Tekapo.

Lake Tekapo Lodge, Tekapo
Accommodation in a Mackenzie Room includes Breakfast for 1 night
24 Aorangi Cres
Lake Tekapo
Phone: (03) 680 6566
Situated above the village of Tekapo and offering spectacular view of Lake Tekapo and the Southern
Alps. There is a walkway that runs alongside the lodge giving quick access to the village. The three
stylish super lake view rooms have opening doors to a terrace for you to enjoy the vista and are in a
separate wing of the building along with a guest lounge.

Day Fourteen

Lake Tekapo – Christchurch - Rotorua

From Tekapo & Burkes Pass, descend into sheep country around Fairlie and Geraldine turning
eastward towards the Orari River. Continue to Ashburton, chief town of Central Canterbury, and
travel over the fertile Canterbury Plains until reaching Christchurch.
Return your rental vehicle to Christchurch Airport and connect with your flight to Rotorua (flight not
included). On your arrival into Rotorua, collect your North Island rental vehicle.
Rotorua is the centre of an extensive thermal region and geysers, bubbling mud pools and steaming,
sulphurous lakes give evidence of nature's frightening yet fascinating power. Rotorua and the
surrounding lakes provide some of the world's best trout fishing. The Maori culture contributes greatly
to the attractions of this holiday city. Here you can enjoy the culture and entertainment of our native
Maori people.
Millennium Rotorua Hotel, Rotorua
Accommodation in a Superior Room for 2 nights
1270 Hinemaru Street Cnr Eruera Street
Rotorua
Phone: (07) 347 1234
Additional Inclusions: 2 Adults x 2 Full Breakfasts
Centrally located in the city beside mystical Lake Rotorua, this property is one of the most conveniently
located and best appointed. You will find 227 elegant, air-conditioned rooms offering you a wide choice
of accommodation styles, including the Club floor rooms with complimentary use of the exclusive Club
Lounge. Many rooms offer excellent views of Lake Rotorua or the native garden.

Day Fifteen

Rotorua

Foris Eco Tours – Rafting & Rainforest
This tour takes in the world famous Whirinaki Forest. Whirinaki is regarded as NZ’s most complete
canopy and ranks as one of the world’s great rainforests. Think stunning scenery, waterfalls, rare
birdlife and giant 1000-year old trees.
This daytrip combines an easy one-hour introduction to Whirinaki Forest and a fabulous rafting trip.
It combines a short bush walk among massive 1000-year-old trees and rare birds in “dinosaur forest”
with a fun grade 2/3 or 4 rafting trip on the beautiful Rangitaiki River, accompanied by expert nature
interpretation. “Rafting and Rainforest” is suitable for anyone with moderate fitness and children are
welcome – they need to be over 10 years old and weigh at least 40kg to fit the lifejackets properly.

Day Sixteen
Rotorua
Waitomo - Auckland

–

Depart Rotorua and travel across bush-clad ranges through pasturelands to Waitomo Caves.
Caveworld Ltd, Waitomo
Footwhistle Glowworm Cave Tour
Enjoy a 3.5 kilometre courtesy scenic shuttle to the cave while an experienced guide reveals the rich
history of Waitomo. On arrival, take a short walk through breath taking New Zealand native bush to
the cave entrance. The guide will light candles setting the scene for an intimate cave experience. See
glowworms and cave formations up close and appreciate the beauty of Footwhistle Cave (also known
to local maori as Te Anaroa Cave). Around a corner lie the bones of one of New Zealand's lost
treasures, the ancient Moa. Formation lights cast a warm glow over the stunning cave formations as
the guide tells of the insect life that lives here - titiwai, the glow worm and tuna, the eel. After enjoying
a relaxed stroll through the cave, be seated in Footwhistle's Cathedral to see it lit up by a dazzling
magnesium torch. Don't forget the camera!

From Waitomo, continue north through Hamilton, into the lush dairylands of the Waikato District.
Follow the banks of the Waikato River (New Zealand's longest) past Ngaruawahia, home of the Maori

royal family. Vineyards and market gardens give way to the southern motorway which leads to
Auckland, New Zealand's largest city.
Known as the 'City of Sails', Auckland city extends over a narrow isthmus between the Waitemata
Harbour on the Pacific Ocean, and the Manukau Harbour on the Tasman Sea. Auckland has spectacular
natural features, including 49 dormant volcanoes, all located within 20km of the city centre. This
cosmopolitan city has a population of around 1.4 million and the city’s subtropical climate, lush
vegetation and easy access to the coast and outdoor activities earns it consistent top five rankings in
international lifestyle surveys.
A melting pot of 190 different ethnicities, Auckland is the world’s biggest Polynesian city. This diversity
is reflected in a lively arts and culture scene, a wide range of food and craft markets, vineyards, a hip
cafe culture and outstanding restaurants. The dozens of islands of the Hauraki Gulf form a distinctive
aspect of the Auckland landscape and provide a magnet for boaties, fishing enthusiasts and hikers.
The Heritage Auckland, Auckland
Accommodation in a Superior Room for 2 nights
35 Hobson Street
Auckland 1010
Phone: (09) 379 8553
Additional Inclusions: 2 Adults x 2 Full Breakfasts
Set within one of the city's most recognisable historic landmark buildings, this hotel offers a range of
accommodation options. Choose from two distinctive wings; The Hotel honours the building's heritage
by maintaining a traditional style, while The Tower's contemporary design best fits the practical
demands of the modern traveller. Located in the heart of Auckland, just a five minute walk from the
Skytower, Viaduct Harbour and Queen Street.

Day Seventeen

Waiheke Day Trip

Explore Group, Auckland - Explore Waiheke (Return Ferry)
Journey to Waiheke, renowned for its world class wineries, this must see island of the Gulf has
something for everyone. Waiheke also boasts a thriving local art scene, secluded sandy beaches and
a range of adventure activities in this spectacular island setting.
Ananda Tours, Waiheke Island - Gourmet Food & Wine Tour - includes lunch
A natural complement to the fine wines you will taste on Waiheke is a range of hand-made specialty
foods and locally-grown produce.
A visit to a local olive oil mill is followed by two boutique vineyards, each offering a range of gourmet
tastes to accompany their wines, such as succulent oysters straight from Te Matuku Bay, wild honey,
the famous local green herb spread and a small cheese board. Enjoy a commentated scenic tour
including local history from your experienced guide. The tour includes a platter style lunch at one of
our top vineyard restaurants (usually Mudbrick or Stonyridge Vineyard depending on availability). The
platters consist of meats, seafood, bread and dips. Vegetarian options are also available. Beverages
during lunch are at your own expense.

Return to Auckland by ferry.

Day Eighteen

Depart Auckland

Return rental vehicle to Auckland Airport

